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fairly and enable the VA to set a stand-
ard for other Federal agencies. Mr. 
Speaker, the bill also makes several 
other improvements to the employ-
ment programs operated through the 
veterans employment and training 
service at the Department of Labor. 

I am especially pleased that H.R. 3082 
includes provisions of a bill I intro-
duced to improve licensing and 
credentialing of veterans based on 
skills and experience they gained dur-
ing their military service. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, this is an 
excellent bill. We need to pass it and 
make sure that the Senate gets the 
message loud and clear. 

Mr. BUYER. I thank the gentle-
woman for her contribution. 

Mr. Speaker, I would now like to 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, the Honorable TIM MUR-
PHY. 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
very important bill the House is now 
considering to extend a lot of critical 
services to veterans. I really on behalf 
of veterans am grateful for the work 
you have done on this. 

Because of this type of bill, it cannot 
be amended, I would like to bring to 
your attention an issue that, Mr. 
Chairman, you and I have discussed, 
that we all remain very concerned 
about. That is the security breaches of 
veterans’ personal records. 

And if we are not able to pass a bill 
at this time, perhaps in the coming 
weeks or at least next year, we really 
need to be dealing with some of the 
issues, such as on November 2, a laptop 
containing 1,600 veterans records was 
stolen from a Manhattan hospital. 

In August a desktop computer was 
stolen that had 38,000 veterans records, 
that had detailed records from the 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia hospital 
areas. 

Back in May we knew about another 
laptop computer that contained the 
personal records of 26 million veterans. 
I had introduced a bill, H.R. 6109, the 
Stop Endangering the Records of Vet-
erans Act, or the SERV Act, in Sep-
tember which would require the VA to 
encrypt all data. I am pleased they are 
doing that now. 

But we also need to have some teeth 
in this and make sure that those who 
do not properly protect veterans 
records, that there are penalties for 
them, criminal penalties if need be, if 
through their neglect or carelessness 
or direct action they cause a veteran’s 
records to be stolen and cause harm 
from identity theft and just the prob-
lems that go with having medical 
records released. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased that you 
are so concerned about these veterans 
issues. I don’t know if there is time left 
in this session to deal with these 
issues. But I hope we can at the very 
least take this up in the next session. 
Veterans know that you, Mr. Chair-
man, have worked so diligently to pro-
tect them on so many issues. I look 
forward to continuing to work with 

you on these issues, that we can work 
for our veterans’ safety and peace of 
mind in the future. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I thank the chairman 
for bringing us this legislation of must- 
pass authorizations and extensions, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of our time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. FILNER for 
his cooperation on this bill and other 
bills. Mr. FILNER, we have got the CIO 
bill, we have got the cyber security 
bill. The Senate sent us two health 
bills, a benefit bill and we have got the 
construction bill. So all of these are in 
negotiation with the Senate. It is hard 
work. It represents 2 years of effort. 

Recalling the recent words of my es-
teemed colleague, NANCY PELOSI, with 
the creation of this new theme of a bi-
partisan way for all Americans, let’s 
embrace it. Let’s get our work done. 
We enjoy bipartisanship on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, and I wish 
other committees could see how well 
we have worked together over the 
years. I call on leadership of everyone 
here in the House in dealing with these 
bills here on veterans affairs to com-
plete our work on behalf of our Na-
tion’s veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I also call upon the Sen-
ate leadership to finish our legislative 
negotiations. Let’s complete our work. 
Let’s not forget our veterans and their 
families. And, Mr. Speaker, I also call 
upon the leadership of the veterans 
service organizations and the military 
service associations to encourage the 
Senate leadership to finish our negotia-
tions and again finish the work that we 
had started on behalf of this Nation’s 
veterans and dependents. 

These warriors fought for our free-
dom. The least we can do is complete 
our work and provide for them the best 
care and benefits possible. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for bringing this bill to the floor 
today. 

Included in H.R. 6314 is a provision to ex-
tend, through December 31, 2007, a program 
that provides government markers for veterans 
who are buried in a private cemetery. 

The current five-year authority, which was 
effective for deaths that occurred as of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, expires on December 31st of 
this year. 

Prior to this authority, if a veteran was bur-
ied at a private cemetery and the family pur-
chased a private headstone, the veteran was 
ineligible for a government marker. 

I want to recognize Representative NANCY 
JOHNSON, who has been championing this 
cause for over 5 years. 

I appreciate her working with my Sub-
committee to ensure that veterans and their 
families continue to have access to symbolic 
expressions of remembrance. 

Mr. Speaker, as the 109th Congress comes 
to an end, I want to recognize Representative 
JEB BRADLEY, the Vice Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Disability Assistance and Memo-

rial Affairs, and Ms. SHELLEY BERKLEY, the 
ranking member, for their active participation 
on the Subcommittee. We accomplished quite 
a bit over the past 2 years and I thank them 
both. 

I also want to thank the Subcommittee staffs 
on both sides of the aisle—Paige McManus, 
Chris McNamee, and Mary Ellen McCarthy. 

Finally, on behalf of the Subcommittee, I 
commend Chairman BUYER and Ranking 
Member EVANS for their bipartisan leadership 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill before us. 

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
furthers requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUYER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
6314. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative. 

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks relative to the bill 
which the House just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1200 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE 
WITH RESPECT TO RAISING 
AWARENESS AND ENHANCING 
THE STATE OF COMPUTER SECU-
RITY 
Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
993) expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives with respect to rais-
ing awareness and enhancing the state 
of computer security in the United 
States, and supporting the goals and 
ideals of National Cyber Security 
Awareness Month. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 993 

Whereas over 205,000,000 Americans use the 
Internet in the United States, including 
more than 84,000,000 home-users through 
broadband connections, to communicate 
with family and friends, manage their fi-
nances, pay their bills, improve their edu-
cation, shop at home, and read about current 
events; 

Whereas the approximately 26,000,000 small 
businesses in the United States, who rep-
resent 99.7 percent of all United States em-
ployers and employ 50 percent of the private 
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